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Water: The Topic Brings Both Good and Bad News

Alamo Heights residents fill their
drinking glasses and water their thirsty
landscapes with water the city pro-
vides from three wells drilled into the
Edwards Aquifer. The fact that the
water comes from the Edwards Aqui-
fer means that the excellent quality
meets the State of Texas standards
for public water systems.

The good news continues when the
cost is considered, especially for low
usage customers. Alamo Heights resi-
dents who use between 500 and
1,000 cubic feet per month pay ap-
proximately 60-80 percent as much as
San Antonio Water System custom-
ers. One reason is the lower meter fee
in Alamo Heights compared with the
SAWS charge.

For customers who use more than
1,000 cubic feet of water per month,
the cost in Alamo Heights is about 90
percent of the amount SAWS cus-
tomers pay. Their savings increase
substantially, though, when SAWS
institutes summer rates; high usage
customers then pay about 70-75 per-
cent of what SAWS customers pay.

All the news about Alamo Heights
water isn't good, however. The city
has already identified a loss of about
30 percent of the water pumped and
replaced meters throughout the city
to reduce the loss. More work will be
required to identify and repair leaks
in the outdated infrastructure.

The other problem is supply. The

Proposed City Charter Amendments

Edwards Aquifer Authority allocates
annual pumping rights for all water pro-
ducers in the area. Normally the city
has enough water, but during drought
periods when restrictions are in force,
Alamo Heights risks pumping more
than the limit and then either must pay
significant fines or quickly lease water
rights if it can. The two best solutions
to the problem are reducing water
losses and conservation.

These topics and more will be dis-
cussed in future newsletters so Alamo
Heights residents can understand the
benefits and challenges for the city’s
nearly $1.6 million per year enterprise.
Next month: Plugging the holes when
water flows.

The city of Alamo Heights is seeking public comment re-
garding three proposed city charter amendments.

The City Charter with proposed revisions and a related
PowerPoint presentation given at the June 7 City Council
meeting are available on the city’'s website

1. Proposition One — To amend the city charter to elimi- www.alamoheightstx.gov/news/.

nate provisions that have become inoperative because
they have been superseded by state law; to replace cita-
tions to obsolete statutory references; to update terminol-
ogy to current legal usage; and to eliminate the obsolete
transitional provisions that no longer have effect.

Calendar

2. Proposition Two — To amend the city charter to

change to a council-manager form of government. Planning and Zoning

3. Proposition Three — To amend the city charter to
limit the height of buildings to 55 feet inside the corporate
city limits.

City Council Meeting

Board of Adjustment
Three Special City Council Meetings will be held at the
City Council Chambers, 6120 Broadway, to receive public
comments on the proposed city charter amendments:

Architectural Review Board

Public Hearing for Proposed Charter
Wednesday, June 20 — 1% Public Hearing — 6 p.m.

Thursday, July 19 — 2" Public Hearing — 6 p.m. City Coundil Meeting

Monday, August 6 — 3" Public Hearing/Council consid-
eration and action to place charter amendments on Nov.

6 ballot— 6 p.m. Holiday Solid Waste Pickup Schedule will be in effect for the

week of July2nd.
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Work Progresses on Proposed
FY 2008 Operating Budget

The City Council will hold a public hearing on
June 25 to gather comments about the pro-
posed budget for fiscal year 2007-08. Budget
adoption is scheduled for July 9.

The proposed budget includes revenue of
$11,057,125, a 4.94 percent increase from the
previous year, based on the current tax rate
and no increase in fees. Approximately 55
percent of revenue is expected to come from
property taxes.

Proposed expenditures will total $10,451,997,
a 5.27 percent increase. The increase will
cover capital expenses to upgrade the city’s
information technology system and expected
increases in fuel costs, replacement of aging
vehicles and equipment, employee perform-
ance pay, public safety certification pay in-
creases and additional EMS and utility staff-
ing.

The City Council conducted four budget work
sessions in May and June to review the pro-
posed budget and named council members Jill
Souter and Bill Kiel as the Budget Committee
to work with staff to incorporate City Council
recommendations and finalize the proposed
budget. The City Council also heard a Power-
Point presentation on June 4.

The budget document and a PowerPoint pres-
entation are available at City Hall and on the
city’s website www.alamoheightstx.gov/news/.
For more information, call Marian Ramirez,
assistant to the city manager, at 882-1508.

2007 International
EMS Stand Down

To sharpen their skills, Alamo Heights Fire/
EMS Department personnel will participate in
the 2007 International Fire and EMS Safety
Stand Down June 17-23.

Fire and

The stand down will help prepare firefighters
and EMS personnel for their daily duties by
reviewing their training and the proper use of
equipment to ensure safe response and return
from all emergencies.

Failure to remain cautious can cause routine
activities to become hazardous, as shown by
the many fire service and emergency medical
service deaths and injuries. Last year in the
U.S., 105 firefighters died in the line of duty;
already this year, 28 have been lost.

The purpose of the stand down is to reduce
the number of deaths and injuries by calling
attention to safe practices and improving
them. Stand downs have been used by the
military for years to correct identified issues.

CiTY BRIEFS

D.A.R.E Program Graduates
Students

Nearly 700 students in the 5™ grades at
Cambridge, Woodridge and St. Luke’s ele-
mentary schools and the 7" grade at
Alamo Heights Junior School graduated
from the D.A.R.E. program during the
2006-07 school year.

The Alamo Heights Police Department of-
fered the program to focus on drugs and
drug abuse and to help students become
responsible citizens who avoid peer pres-
sure, make good decisions and deal with
bullying.

Presented in 9-week sessions for elemen-
tary schools and 10-week sessions for the
junior high school, students were taught in
the classroom by Alamo Heights officers. A
program is planned for the upcoming
school year.

Refreshing Broadway Planter

The Alamo Heights Girl Scout Troop re-
freshed plantings in the city’s planter at the
Stewart Center on June 9. The troop
adopted the planter at Barilla and Broad-
way last year when they planted a variety
of flowering plants. They have now re-
placed those lost during the winter.

Other groups are encouraged to adopt a
city green space in Alamo Heights as a
project to help beautify the city. For infor-
mation about volunteer planting opportuni-
ties, call the Public Works Department at
826-0516.

Property Tax Reminder

Residents whose 2006 taxes are not
scheduled on a quarterly payment plan and
remain unpaid by June 30 will incur an ad-
ditional 20 percent penalty on the out-
standing taxes, penalties and interest due.

Watch for Leaks

Water leaks can waste thousands of gal-
lons of the precious commodity. If you ob-
serve or suspect a water leak, please call
the Public Works Department at 826-0516
or 832-2231. After business hours, call the
police dispatcher at 822-3321.

Postal Service Delays

The City has received numerous calls re-
garding non-receipt of Water Bills. The
bills are processed and mailed before the
20th of each month. If you have not re-
ceived your bill by the 30th please contact
us at 822-3331.



